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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To process an image without ruining the image quality of a color 
picture and a monochromatic picture even in the case of processing a mixed 
picture where the color picture and the monochromatic picture are mixed by 
providing an achromatic color discrimination means for discriminating the 
achromatic color of input image information. 

CONSTITUTION: The input image information is supplied to a color picture 
processing- means 20 and a monochromatic picture processing means 25. The 
processing of the color picture is performed in either of the means 20 and 
25 and the processing of the monochromatic picture is performed in the 
other. The input image information is also supplied to the achromatic color 
discrimination -means 30 so as to discriminate whether the input image 
information is abut the achromatic color or the chromatic color. When the 
information is abut the chromatic color, an output from the color picture 
processing means 20 is - selected and when the information is about the 
achromat ic color, an output from the monochromatic picture processing 
means 25 is selected. Since the image processing corresponding to the color 
picture and the monochromatic picture is performed even if both pictures 
are mixed, the color picture and . the mono chromatic picture are 
respectively processed without ruining the image quality..' 
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